
2022 Progress Report City of Grand Rapids 

General information 
Were any new municipal facilities added to your jurisdiction in 2022 that have stormwater 

infrastructure? No 

Did you identify or construct any new outfalls or points of discharge? No 

 

Enforcement Actions 
The enforcement response procedure and form to be filled out in case of an unauthorized discharge can 

be found in your Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP). SWMPs are saved under your community 

name on LGROW’s website. 

Were there any enforcement actions taken in 2022? This includes fines, citations, stop work orders. 

Yes. 

If yes, please explain: 

Inspectors issued 34 “Notice of Violations” and 6 “Corrective Action Orders.” The violations were issued 

for standard soil erosion infractions (lack of erosion controls like silt sacks or silt fence, or for offsite 

tracking). Corrective Action Orders are for when they fail to address notice of violations in a timely 

fashion or if the initial violation is egregious.  No instances of violations with any direct discharges to 

waters of the state occurred. 

Specific records for violations are kept with ESD staff and available upon request.  

 

Illicit Discharges 
How many illicit discharges were detected in 2022? Nine 

Explain each illicit discharge and action taken to investigate/clean up each discharge: 

Beacon Recycling – 650 Chestnut Ave SW 

Various contaminant sources were noted to go to our stormwater system on May 12, 2022.  All of these 

have been addressed and our storm lines were cleaned to remove all of the residue. 

 

Michigan Milk Producers – 1020 Hall Street SW 

On September 20,2022, our Industrial Pretreatment staff informed me that they had noticed a white 

milky substance in our storm drains.  They were able to track it from the manhole just before the outlet 

to Plaster Creek to a catch basin in the 1020 Hall St parking lot.  Sewer maintenance was contacted to 

https://www.lgrow.org/ms4communities


plug the outfall while we contacted the company to determine what the substance was.  Michigan Milk 

Producers informed us that the substance was 40 gallons from a damaged crate of milk 

containers.  Sewer maintenance then vacuumed the milk from the manhole near the creek. 

 

Thierica – 843 Matilda NE 

On December 9, 2022, one of our inspectors noticed green liquid going to a catch basin.  Later, we were 

also sent a PEAS notice on the spill.  The water was noted to be from a paint spray booth that leaked and 

spilled out of the door.  A cleanup company was called and Tierica was charged for their and our 

services.   

 

1161 Hermitage – July 12, 2022 

246 Eastern Ave SE – July 27, 2022 

256 Eastern Ave SE – July 27, 2022 

230 Youell SE - September 15, 2022 

1454 Milton St SE – September 26, 2022 

1451 Byron SE – October 24, 20ee 

All of these sites had cross connections identified while televising our storm sewers.  All of the cross 

connections were re-routed by November of 2022.  

 

Were all illicit discharges detected eliminated? Yes 

How many illicit discharges led to enforcement action? 2 

 

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (Part 91) 
Were there any changes made to your SESC program in 2022? (ex. change in Part 91 status as an APA or 

MEA) 

No significant changes were made to the SESC program.  Overall, 2,613 soil erosion inspections were 

completed by 3 full time inspectors. The inspectors are certified as construction stormwater operators 

and have soil erosion plan review and design certifications. There were a total of 680 Plan reviews 

completed with 129 Land Use Development Permits (LUDS) SESC permits issued.   

 

Were there any issues identified in 2022 under the SESC program on construction sites under your 

jurisdiction? If so, please explain: 



There were no SESC program related issues noted in 2022. As mentioned previously, violations and 

citations were issued to contractors and projects for standard construction related issues.  

Post Construction Control (Development and Redevelopment)  
How many developments were approved under the new stormwater ordinance?  

A total of 19 projects were reviewed in 2022 under the new standards following the implantation of the 

new code on August 25th, 2022. Of those 19 projects, 9 have been approved, 8 are still in the review 

process, and 2 of those projects have been withdrawn due to economic market conditions. 

Were any maintenance agreements signed? 

Maintenance agreements are required prior to project closeout. Projects requiring maintenance 

agreements post 2022 code implementation have not been completed yet. 

How are you tracking signed maintenance agreement requirements?  

Maintenance agreements are required prior to project closeout, tracked through our standard permit 

documentation program “accela” and then are recorded with the County. 

Facilities  
Were any new facilities that the municipality is responsible for added in the past few years? You can 

view your facility inventory under your community name on LGROW’s website (Appendix 6 Facility 

Inventory). 

Inspections are documented in cityworks and available upon request. 

 

 

 

Street Sweeping 
Did you perform street sweeping? 

 

Yes, 6,6435 tons of street sweeping residuals were disposed of in 2022.  Major Streets were swept five 

times and local streets were swept three times. 

 

Catch Basin Cleaning 
Please submit a log of catch basin inspections, cleaning, or invoices if you contracted this work out. 

Did you inspect catch basins? 

 Yes 

https://www.lgrow.org/ms4communities


How many? 4,164 catch basins were cleaned and inspected.  Cityworks logs available upon request. 

Road Work 
During road, parking lot, sidewalk and right-of-way maintenance were BMPs implemented to prevent or 

reduce pollutant runoff during maintenance? 

Yes 

Is the municipality responsible for any bridge maintenance? If so, were BMPs implemented to prevent 

or reduce pollutant runoff during maintenance? 

Yes 

Is the municipality responsible for any unpaved roads? If so, were BMPs implemented to prevent or 

reduce pollutant runoff for unpaved roads? 

No 

Is the municipality responsible for any plowing and salting? If so, were BMPs implemented to prevent or 

reduce pollutant runoff during winter operations? Please explain. 

Yes, the City utilizes the following practices:  de-icing, pre-wetting, truck calibration, and street 

prioritization.  They are also piloting temperature sensors in some streets and are looking ot order 

trucks with GIS tracking of salt usage. 

Is the municipality responsible for washing vehicles (ex: trucks, police cars, school buses)? If so, were 

BMPs implemented to prevent or reduce pollutant runoff during washing? Please explain. 

Yes, we have a commercial car wash connected to sanitary sewer. 

Industrial Program 
Industrial inspections: The program started in late August of 2022.  109 surveys were required, 97 were 

returned and 24 inspections were completed.  Inspection letters were not issued in 2022 due to 

software issues. 

Link to City SW ord that references industrial inspections:  

https://library.municode.com/mi/grand_rapids/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITISE_CH32CISTDR

SY_ART2STSYUS_S2.213PRDR Sec. 2.213(4) 

Training 
Was any other training completed besides any that Brian and Cara conducted that you would like to 

report on behalf of your staff to EGLE? (Conferences, seminars, or PDH’s you wish to report for you or 

your staff.) 

-Attended LGROW Spring Forum (4 attendees) 5.20.22 

- West Michigan Soil Erosion Control Network (7 attendees) 5.6.2022 

- MWEA Watershed & Stormwater Conference (5 attendees) 12.6.2022 

https://library.municode.com/mi/grand_rapids/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITISE_CH32CISTDRSY_ART2STSYUS_S2.213PRDR
https://library.municode.com/mi/grand_rapids/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITISE_CH32CISTDRSY_ART2STSYUS_S2.213PRDR


MS4 Community Annual PEP Checklist 
This document outlines your community's required activities for the 2022 Reporting Period. Check the box for each 

action as you complete it and provide supporting documentation where indicated. The 2022 PEP Focus Areas is: 

Ultimate stormwater discharge location and potential impacts 
 

Community Name: City of Grand Rapids 
 

Priority Activities: Ultimate stormwater discharge location and potential impacts  

 
 

☒ 1. Ensure Community website links to the LGROW website (www.LGROW.org) 

 Location of LGROW link on Community Website 

https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/Departments/Environmental-Services/Stormwater-

Management 

 
 

☒ 2. Publish at least 1 article on PEP topics in Community newsletter or news outlet 

 Name of newsletter/news outlet: Newsletter/news outlet Name 

 Distribution/Reach of newsletter/news outlet: Distribution/Reach 

PEP Topic(s) addressed: ☒ General Watershed Awareness      ☒ Stormwater Discharge Location/Impacts

☐ Illicit Discharge Reporting      ☐ Septic System Management      ☒ Personal Actions                                     

☐ Waste Management Assistance 

Storm Drains 

https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/local/metro/grand-rapids-leaders-hopeart-will-educate-you-on-storm-

drains/69-1e7980f5-529a-4b3b-a354-8871cadfb5d6?fbclid=IwAR3rKr8Y72MkpkJpRe84TggkKCPnIw-

hi03z1xxVf5MhHTrJcJxeap72Agg  

 

Daylighting for Water Quality 

https://www.wzzm13.com/article/tech/science/environment/groundbreaking-coming-on-project-to-daylight-

indian-mill-creek-to-improve-water-quality-in-grand-river-michigan/69-e6f4c86e-8535-49db-b34d-

9db8a6d88e64 

 

https://www.woodtv.com/news/grand-rapids/crews-to-daylight-buried-stream-at-gr-nature-

preserve/?fbclid=IwAR0MDNRjSD1iacOP73HxN6iFob5uElTz768jbt9C2RVSBtC5H8-3i_oEIX0 

 

Water Quality Monitoring (7/15/2022) 

https://us16.campaign-archive.com/?u=181cb0b9192edd05ab2beaa2c&id=35e1d7fcdf 
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☒ 3. Community presence or Stormwater Display at 1 event or location  

 Event Date: 3/6/2022 

 Event Location: Devos Place 

  
 

☒ 4. Distribute pollution prevention information to at least 2 targeted businesses/groups listed in PEP 

Names of Businesses Title(s) of Material(s) Distributed 

Plow services Road Salt Runoff 

Landscape Services Catch Basin – Only rainwater in the drain 

Business 3 Material Name 
 

☒ 5. Share household hazardous waste reduction information with residents via Community’s social 

media, newsletter, or website  
 Date shared: 7/6/2022 

 Location shared: Social Media 

 Social Media Post Reach: 611 

 Social Media Post Engagement:  29 

  



☒ 6. Distribute giveaway items for selected PEP categories 

Item # Distributed Item # Distributed 
LGROW Chapstick 79 Watershed Brochure 21 

LGROW Pen 84 Adopt a Drain Tip Cards 33 

LGROW Dishcloth 45 Septic Smart Brochures 7  

WMEAC Coloring Book 65 EPA Stormwater Solution Brochure 5 

Troutie Coloring Book 126 Landscaping for Water Quality 39 

LGROW Colored Pencils 200 GR Environmental Tip Cards 49 

Pet Waste Bag Dispenser 85 Other # 

Other Activities 
 

☒ 7. Cohost a GSI/Green Infrastructure workshop for Community members with LGROW 
 Workshop Date: 6/9/2022   9:00-11:00 AM and 2:00-3:30 PM 

 Workshop Location: John Ball Zoo (Community/Developers) and Calvin College (NGOs) 

Workshop attendance: 25+ 

  
 

 
 

☒ 8. Host, participate in, or support a stream cleanup effort 

 Cleanup Date: 4/3/2022 

 Cleanup Location: 580 Kirtland St SW/Plaster Creek   

     
 



☒ 9. Mark storm drains or host/support storm drain marking events 
 Storm Drain Marking Event Date: Click or tap to enter a date. 

 # of Participants in Event: #      

 # of Storm Drains Marked: #  

 # of Pre-Marked or Stamped Drains already existing in Community: ~4,200  

  12/20/2022 

 

 

 
 

☒ 10. Join or Promote Adopt a Drain Program 

 Date(s) of program promotion: 1/5, 2/2, 2/16, 2/22, 2/28, 3/17, 4/11, 6/13, 12/27, 12/29 

 Method of program promotion: Facebook/Instagram 

 Social Media Metrics (Post Reach, Post Engagement): Reach 26,400  Engagement 955 

   
 

☒ 11. Provide presentation on PEP topics to a school in your Community 

 Date of presentation: Click or tap to enter a date. 

 Location of presentation: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 # of Students Reached: # 

LGROW TO COMPLETE 



 

☒ 12. Implement EPA SepticSmart Social Media Guide during SepticSmart Week 
 Provide Social Media Metrics (Post Reach, Post Engagement): Reach 1,372  Engagement 43 

 
 

Other Public Engagement Activities Completed 
Use this space to provide additional detail on Public Engagement Activities described above or to describe other 

Public Engagement Activities completed in your Community during the reporting period. 

• Promotion of LGROW Adopt-a-Drain program partnership with local artists to media outlets. 

• Public Works Camp partnership with Grand Rapids Community College (EPA Grant funded) 7/26-

8/11. 

• LGROW Watershed Jamboree 9/17. 

• Clean Green Events West Side Branch Grand Rapids Public Library on 9/21 and Seymour Branch 

Grand Rapids Public Library on 9/25. 

• City of Grand Rapids Student Writing Contest “Imagine a Day Without Water” 9/19-10/14. 

• Tree planting and public celebration for The Highlands stream daylighting 10/29. 



City of Grand Rapids Stormwater Training 2022 

 

Stormwater training was developed by GVMC and City employees and customized for each department. 

Topics covered in each session included: watershed awareness, general stormwater management, GSI, 

illicit discharges, soil erosion and sedimentation control, and pollution prevention and good 

housekeeping measures. Training was administered in person and virtually by City employees and 

GVMC. 
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www.lionsandrabbits.com

STORM DRAIN
MURALS

+

Lions & Rabbits Center for the Arts partners with the Lower Grand
River Organization of Watersheds (LGROW) to promote their
Adopt-A-Drain Program. This program supports the mission of
promoting safe and healthy waterways while allowing community
members to adopt a storm drain and pledge to keep it clean.
Lions and Rabbits supports this program by hiring and project
managing local artists to paint storm drains around the city of
Grand Rapids, raising awareness for LGROW's Adopt-A-Drain
program.

LRCFA + LGROW STORM DRAINS

Artists left to right: Stacy Shimp, Timothy Andrusiak 



$14,600

175

$5,700

New storm drains adopted through
LGROW's Adopt-A-Drain Program, for
a total of 1,400 adopted drains.

5 new drains to be painted in East Grand Rapids

Directly to artist
compensation

Storm drains painted

RA
IS

ED

38 

www.lionsandrabbits.com

THE 
IMPACT:

WE'VE EXPANDED!

LRCFA + LGROW STORM DRAINS



www.lionsandrabbits.com

Alexandra Mularoni-Oostendorp
Amanda Zomberg
Ben Law
Braelynn Hunter
Bridgette McGee
Camille Breidenfield
Caylie Foley
Chloe LaFleur
Christine Vermeer
Clarisa MacDonald
Crystal Kitten
Elizabeth Page
Emily Hromi
Erin Sarber
Evelyn Olthof
Felicity Frobom
Gillian Moore
Jamie Shackleton
Jess Lutz

Jillian Elliot
Joey De Le Pena
Jordan Thompson
Julian Arpin-Cortez
Katherine Brewer
Kennedy Hudson
Kenzi Goss
Kerry Rolewicz
Kylie Thomas
Linseed (Lindsey) Frederick
Lydia Ramos
Lynn McKeown
Madeleine Lyon
Marissa “Mars” Black
Rhiannan Sibbald
Stacy “Spicy” Shimp
Stephanie “Snicka” Kelsey
Timothy Andrusiak
Kristine Vander Velde

LRCFA + LGROW STORM DRAINS

THE 
ARTISTS:

Artists left to right: Kylie Thomas, Jordan Thompson, Mars Black, Amanda Zomberg
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