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NPDES MS4 Stormwater Program  
Stormwater Ordinance Committee 

Minutes 
 

Date: 8/25/2014 
Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
Location: GVMC 

Purpose of Meeting: Review channel protection standards for new permit and proposed 

recommendations 

Attendees: Scott Conners, Jim Beke, Carrie Rivette, Bonnie Broadwater, Brad Boomstra, Dennis Cole, 

Amanda St. Amour, Steve Peterson, Rick Solle, Mike Berrevoets, John Weiss, Wendy Ogilvie, Myron 

Erickson, Ken Krombeen 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions, Purpose of Meeting  

The Stormwater Ordinance Committee will continue meeting monthly to craft a model ordinance 
that meets the MDEQ requirements for post construction controls under the new Phase II MS4 
individual permits. Subcommittees have been formed and are independently working on various 
ordinance components.   

 

2. Ongoing sub-committee work 

The channel protection sub-committee continues to work towards crafting an alternative 
approach.  A preliminary alternative approach was submitted to Amanda St. Amour at MDEQ on 
8/1/2014 for review with the MDEQ’s MS4 Implementation Team.  In a follow-up discussion on 
8/15/14, Amanda St. Amour indicated that additional information would be helpful as she 
continues to discuss the proposed alternative approach with the implementation team.  It was 
agreed that the committee would work to gather a few example sites developed under the new 
regulations as well as a soils map that shows the extent of the C & D soils that would be eligible 
for the proposed alternative.  The committee discussed the importance addressing flooding, 
which is not required by the ordinance guidelines but is a necessity to protect residents, 
businesses and infrastructure.  

  

The maintenance, monitoring & compliance subcommittee met on 8/4/2014 and is detailed 
below. The next subcommittee will be working on linear project design considerations for the 
upcoming 9/29/2014 meeting.  

 

3. Maintenance, Monitoring & Compliance 

The Maintenance, Monitoring and Compliance subcommittee is comprised of Scott Conners, Jim 
Beke, Brad Boomstra, Carrie Rivette, and Dennis Cole. The new draft permit calls for MS4 
permitted communities to provide an ordinance or other regulator mechanism to require the 
long-term maintenance and operation of all structural and vegetative BMPs installed and 
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implemented to meet the performance standards in perpetuity. It also requires that the 
ordinance or other regulatory mechanism requires maintenance agreement between the 
applicant and owners or operators responsible for the long-term operation and maintenance of 
structural and vegetative BMPs installed and implemented to meet the performance standards.  
The maintenance agreement or legal mechanism should allow the applicant to inspect, perform 
necessary maintenance neglected by the owner and track the transfer of O & M responsibility. 

 

The subcommittee reviewed current documents from Kent and Ottawa Counties, and the cities of 
Kentwood, Walker and Grand Rapids. In addition to a maintenance agreement, the group 
discussed the need for a certified stormwater as-built to ensure that construction was consistent 
with approved design as well as a tracking mechanism for completed sites that included a 
certified inspection from the owner/operator.   

 

4. Recommendations 

To comply with the permit requirements for a regulatory mechanism that ensures long-term 
maintenance, a version of the existing stormwater maintenance agreement was updated.  The 
group also developed an as-built certification to be completed by the design engineer as well as a 
customizable BMP inspection form to be utilized for the long-term inspections.  This form would 
be completed by owner operators and submitted to the MS4 on the interval they select. 

  
5. RFP 

A draft outline of the RFP was distributed to the committee members and included the following 
three deliverables:  

1. A BMP calculator with TSS removal estimates 
2. Stormwater Specifications Technical Manual 
3. Model Ordinance Language  

John Weiss was present to discuss next steps as the committee moves forward with the 
alternative approach and the RFP.  The consensus was that the committee will continue to work 
collaboratively with MDEQ towards an approvable alternative approach.  Once the Lower Grand’s 
Permit application is released by MDEQ, and the requirements of the post construction control 
ordinance are confirmed, the committee can move forward with refining the RFP. 
 

6. Adjourn 

The next meeting of the Stormwater Ordinance Committee will focus on Linear Projects, and the 
status of the proposed alternative approach. The meeting is scheduled for 9/29/2014 from 
1:00-2:30 PM in the GVMC Conference Room. 
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