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NPDES MS4 Stormwater Program  
Stormwater Ordinance Committee 

Minutes 
 

Date: 10/27/2014 
Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
Location: GVMC 

Purpose of Meeting: Focus on status of Alternative Approach, Linear Projects, Mitigation and the RFP 

Attendees: Amanda St. Amour, Bonnie Broadwater, Brad Boomstra, Carrie Rivette, Jim Beke, Ken 

Krombeen, Myron Erickson, Rick Solle, Scott Conners, and Wendy Ogilvie  

 

1. Welcome & Introductions, Purpose of Meeting  

The Stormwater Ordinance Committee will continue meeting monthly to craft a model ordinance 
that meets the MDEQ requirements for post construction controls under the new Phase II MS4 
individual permits. Subcommittees have been formed and are working on various ordinance 
components.   

 

2. Ongoing sub-committee work 

The permit application for 2016 applicants including the Lower Grand River Watershed has been 
posted to the MDEQ website. Letters to individual communities from MDEQ have not yet been 
sent but are expected soon.  The applications are due 4/1/2015 and the specified date within the 
application for completion of the post construction control ordinance is 10/1/2015. GVMC has 
reviewed the finalized application for any changes from the draft version.  They are as follows: 

• The permit requires that mitigation and payment-in-lieu projects be completed within 
both the same jurisdiction and HUC10 watershed as the original project. Permitees also 
have the option to utilize the same sewershed instead of the HUC 10 watershed 
(Question 43 & 44).  

• The permit also added a requirement for a procedure for tracking compliance with 
maintenance agreements (Question 59). 

 

The alternative approach workgroup met on 10/6/2014 and assembled 5 case study sites. Three 
design scenarios were run for each site: 1) current model ordinance 2) proposed regulations from 
the MDEQ and 3) proposed alternative approach. These scenarios were combined with the 
previously prepared flow chart and an introduction detailing the concerns and challenges of the 
post construction control regulations called for in the new permit.  The above materials were 
submitted to Amanda St. Amour on 10/13/2014 and forwarded on to Christe Alwin with a request 
for a meeting.  Amanda indicated that Christe had taken a preliminary look at the materials 
provided and was still determining if Ralph Reznick would need to attend a meeting to discuss 
the alternative approach. The packet provided to MDEQ was distributed to the SWOrd committee 
with the agenda prior to the meeting. An update on the status of the MDEQ meeting will be 
provided as soon as one is available.  The Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office did not 
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receive approval on the alternative approach they submitted with their recent permit application.  
Carrie Rivette will follow up with their office to inquire about the details. The group discussed the 
implementation of the alternative approach as well as the requirements of the ordinance.  The 
post construction control requirements detailed in the permit are only applicable to discharges to 
the MS4 (not waters of the state) and within the urbanized area (not throughout the jurisdiction).  
For many communities, however, in order to craft an ordinance that fairly and consistently 
regulates development, these requirements may need to be applied throughout the jurisdiction or 
for all development discharges.  This “surplus” should be considered by the state when reviewing 
the alternative approach.  

 
3. Linear Projects & Mitigation 

Bonnie Broadwater and Wendy Ogilvie met with the MDOT staff managing their state-wide 
NPDES permit on 10/16/2014.  MDOT just completed their most recent NPDES MS4 permit 
application including the submission of an alternative approach for post construction controls 
earlier in October. The MDOT NPDES permit is unique in that it applies to all MDOT property 
statewide regardless of whether it is within an urbanized area. The alternative approach is 
currently being reviewed by MDEQ.  MDOT will share information about their proposed 
alternative once MDEQ has made a decision on whether to approve. At the meeting with MDOT 
they also indicated that they would be interested in collaborating with the Lower Grand River 
Watershed permitees on public education.  The committee then discussed the possibility of 
collaborating with MDOT on stormwater mitigation banking. 

The group discussion on stormwater mitigation banking continued with a review of map showing 
the HUC 10 watersheds and the updated urbanized area within the permitted jurisdictions. The 
potential for regional collaboration on mitigation initiatives was discussed further.  The group 
considered requesting some leniency on the physical location requirements for mitigation 
projects. Specifically, omitting the permit requirement that mitigation projects occur within the 
same jurisdiction. As an alternative, mitigation would only be required within the same HUC 10 
watershed. Consideration should be given to the fact that stormwater runoff is not greatly 
impacted by jurisdictional boundaries, but rather by watershed boundaries and this scenario 
would allow for more watershed wide collaboration among the permitees and for beneficial 
mitigation. The committee agreed not to take the lead on this proposed alternative, but rather to 
wait and see what others are doing to address mitigation. In the interim, regional detention pond 
locations will be mapped and reviewed relative to the urbanized areas, regulated permitees and 
HUC 10 boundaries.  The Kent County Drain Commissioner’s office will provide the County’s 
regional detention data to GVMC for mapping. The permit allows mitigation via expansion of 
existing facilities as well as construction of new ones. So, this may provide some early mitigation 
opportunities for those who will need them.  Carrie Rivette also mentioned that the City of Grand 
Rapids is currently working with Tetra Tech identify sites that may be suitable for mitigation 
projects within Grand Rapids.   

 
4. RFP 

Committee discussion moved on to the status of the RFP.  A decision needs to be made by MDEQ 
on the alternative approach before the RFP is released. In the interim, committee members are 
asked to identify the engineers and consultants they would like to see included in the RFP. 
 

5. Adjourn 

The next meeting of the Stormwater Ordinance Committee will continue to focus on Linear 
Projects, Mitigation and the proposed alternative approach. The meeting is scheduled for 
11/24/2014 from 1:00-2:30 PM in the GVMC Conference Room. 
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