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Minutes 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Attendees: 
Bonnie Broadwater – GVMC 
Becky Brown - WMEAC 
Becky Huttenga – Ottawa County Conservation District 
Amber Eckert-Howe – City of Hudsonville 
Rachell Nagorsen – City of Walker 
Carrie Rivette – City of Grand Rapids 
Lea Sevigny – Forest Hills Public Schools  
Michelle Storey – MDEQ 
Mary Trapp-Gunst _ Plainfield Charter Township 
Angela Walachovic – Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office 
Brian Zuber - GVMC 
 

2. 2014-15 Outreach: Activities, Events and Materials 
a. New & Existing Partnerships 

KDL had already completed their planning for the 2015 summer reading program when 
we contacted them in September; however, they were still interested in partnering with 
us to promote and host some events during the spring and summer.  We will be 
partnering with communities within the watershed, KDL, the Kent County Marine 
Division, and the Kent and Ottawa Conservation Districts to host and promote LGROW 
sponsored events. 
 

b. Spring Summer Event Series 
In order to boost attendance and promote participation, the Committee discussed putting 
on an event series for the spring and summer. Everyone who attends the events would 
be entered into a drawing to win the grand prize giveaway of a kayak. All events would 
be focused around a water or watershed theme. Ideas included 

i. Backyard Habitat Workshops that would be put on in cooperation with the 
Ottawa and Kent Conservation Districts and timed to promote the plant sale 
fundraisers also put on by the Conservation Districts. The group also discussed 
offering a birdhouse kit at these workshops for purchase and assembly to go 
along with the habitat theme. There are several plans available for these and it 
may be possible to find a group that would prepare the pieces for the houses ask 
kits for a community service project. If these programs are successful, this has 
the potential to expand out into other counties within the watershed and help 
both the Conservation Districts and LGROW.  
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ii. Rain Barrel Workshops have been hosted at multiple KDL branch locations in the 
past year in partnership with MS4 permitted communities and WMEAC. The 
Ottawa County Conservation District has also hosted several of these events.  
LGROW will continue to work with these groups on in the coming year. The 
group discussed the importance of selecting events that encouraged a 
measurable behavioral change such as a rain barrel workshop.  Becky Huttenga 
also mentioned that she was interested in mapping the locations of completed 
rain barrels as a measure of success. If you have already scheduled a rain barrel 
event for this year, please share the date with Bonnie Broadwater so LGROW can 
help promote it. Becky Huttenga also suggested some alternative locations in 
Ottawa County since the libraries have some restrictions on hosting events 
where participants must purchase materials. 

iii. A Boater Safety Class will be offered by the Kent County Marine Division in 
cooperation with LGROW.  If possible we will be partnering with KDL to host this 
event. Promotion will be critical as the marine division requires 20 attendees to 
hold the class.  The group discussed promotional items to encourage attendance 
including safety whistles and dry bags for event participants. 

iv. Native Plant Sale 
Both the Kent and Ottawa Conservation Districts will be partnering with LGROW 
to promote their plant sales. The Ottawa Conservation District plant sale is May 
9, 2015 at Hemlock Crossing. The Kent Conservation District plant sale is 
tentatively scheduled for mid-to late April. 

v. The Lower Grand River Spring Forum is scheduled for the Friday, May 1, 2015. 
The planning committee for this event will begin meeting soon. 

vi. Each event series attendee will be entered in a drawing to win the Kayak give-
away  

 
c. Advertising 

i. Bonnie obtained quotes from Michigan Radio for both an event sponsored media 
campaign and a branding campaign.  The event sponsored campaign was lower 
in cost but much shorter in duration. Bonnie emailed the Huron River Watershed 
Council to see if they were interested in collaborating on an ad campaign since 
the listening area overlaps both watersheds. The group also discussed the 
relative merits of advertising to the listening audience of NPR who are likely 
already more aware of watersheds and water quality issues but are also more 
likely to make a behavioral change based on facts presented OR the listening 
audience on a clear channel owned station with a broader demographic who may 
be unaware of watersheds and the connection between stormwater and the 
health of the Grand River. The group also discussed the possibility of sharing our 
message on Mid-day West Michigan with Shelly Irwin. 

ii. LGROW also has the option to continue to work with WYCE airing the radio spots 
that were created last year. Carrie Rivette also suggested that we contact 
Pandora for a quote as this advertising is targeted based on zip code. Becky 
Huttenga also suggested following up with theater advertising to determine if 
this would be a cost effective delivery mechanism. 

iii. A quote was obtained for billboard pricing from GR Outdoor.  Becky Brown 
suggested also getting a quote from CBS billboards, as they provided special 
pricing to WMEAC for their Grand River Cleanup billboard. 

iv. LGROW has the opportunity to partner with the Clean Air Action Coalition of 
West Michigan or to pursue on our own, concourse booths or game sponsorship 
at a West Michigan White Caps Game.  In order to do the larger sponsorship 
event, we would need several volunteers to staff booths at the game. 

 



 
 

d. Art Prize Project with Strom Drain Marking 
LGROW is looking for partners, including an artist, to do an art prize entry featuring an 
installation of storm drain art.  The idea behind painting these pieces on and around 
catch basins is to help people visually make the connection between stormwater and the 
life in the river that receives the runoff. Lea Sevigny offered to help the group with the 
logistics of locating and selecting a venue, as she has prior experience with this process.  
Several members of the committee indicated that they may have contacts with artists 
who would be interested in working with the group.  Bonnie will be following up with 
those artists or partners that expressed interest in participating. The voting process will 
also help with tracking how many people our message has reached.   
 

e. 2014-15 Promotional Materials 
GVMC is planning to order the Public Education Materials earlier this year to allow a 
longer period of time for permitees to distribute them.  This will also provide more 
opportunities to match educational materials with events that reach a particular target 
audience. The group discussed several potential giveaways for the upcoming year with a 
focus on tying these items to a reportable outcome.  Bonnie obtained quotes for several 
logo items including watercolors to be paired with a paint by number watershed map and 
Troutie coloring books for children-focused give-a-ways.  Brian Zuber is updating the 
Dogs for the Environment brochure about pet waste removal shared at the meeting by 
Amanda St. Amour.  The group discussed giving away bandannas vs. pet waste bags for 
taking the pledge to pick up after your pet and thought the waste bags would tie in 
better with the message and the end goal. Distribution of these will be event focused.  
There may also be opportunities to partner with a local businesses like Chow Hound to 
distribute the pledges. The group reviewed the ideas of whistles and dry bags for boating 
safety participants and liked both.   
 
In addition to the pet waste pledge, brochures for septic care, lawn care, and general 
homeowner guidelines were also reviewed.  The group also discussed developing a book 
mark with the planned events for the spring and summer do distribute at the 
participating libraries and a business sized card with stormwater & watershed educational 
info.  This card could also be inserted into the cell phone wallets that were ordered last 
year along with information on how to dispose of electronic waste responsibly.  

 
3. Storm Drain Marking 

The group briefly discussed re-ordering stickers this year as well as drain stencils for their 
ease of installation with volunteers.  The metal grate markers will still be available for those 
that wish to order them as well.  A signup sheet will be passed around at the upcoming 
watershed meeting for advanced orders.  If members have a group they would like to work 
with on a specific stenciling or basin marking project they are asked to contact Bonnie 
Broadwater so that the order can be planned accordingly.   
 

4. Adjourn 
Next meeting scheduled for:  
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 2pm @ GVMC 

 


