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NPDES MS4 Stormwater Program  
Stormwater Ordinance Committee 

Minutes 
 

Date: 11/24/2014 
Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
Location: GVMC 

Purpose of Meeting: Focus on status of Alternative Approach, Mitigation and the RFP 

Attendees: Amanda St. Amour, Bonnie Broadwater, Brad Boomstra, Bill Byle, Jim Beke, Dennis Cole, 

Scott Conners, Josh Lunger, Rachell Nagorsen, Wendy Ogilvie, Carrie Rivette, Rick Solle, Claire Schwartz, 

Aaron Vis and Dan Vander Heide. 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions, Purpose of Meeting  

The Stormwater Ordinance Committee will continue meeting monthly to craft a model ordinance 
for post construction controls under the new Phase II MS4 individual permits. Subcommittees 
have been formed and are working on various ordinance components.   

 

2. Channel Protection Standards for Post Construction Controls  & 

3. Mitigation and Payment-In-Lieu 

At the 11/5/14 meeting, the committee requested an extension of the deadline to implement 
payment in lieu projects from 2 years to 5 years.  The committee began by discussing the 
response email sent by Christe Alwin. In her response, Christe said that the 2 year deadline for 
projects could not be extended; however, applicants had the alternative to include an earlier start 
date from which to start counting surplus for banking purposes.  Christe suggested a date as 
early as 1/1/2014.  The committee discussed this option and the difficulty in implementing it 
given the fact that the new proposed post construction controls have not yet been crafted into an 
ordinance so there is no surplus accumulating to track, nor will there be until the ordinance is 
approved by MDEQ and adopted by the community. 

 

Minutes from the 11/5/2014 meeting with MDEQ were distributed with the agenda for this 
meeting. While the overall tone of the meeting was positive and the MDEQ seemed receptive to 
our concerns regarding accommodating channel protection standards on poorly infiltrating soils, 
ultimately, the only solution they were able to offer was to utilize the existing options of 
mitigation and payment-in-lieu to account for any surpluses or deficits created by using 
alternatives or implementing the ordinance in non-regulated areas.  The reason given was that 
payment-in-lieu and mitigation were the only two alternatives that were approved by the EPA 
when they reviewed the new State of Michigan permit application for compliance with the 
national NPDES standards. The committee discussed the various obstacles in tracking surpluses 
and deficits with this methodology.  The group then discussed the EPA approved ordinance 
standards set forth in other states and how they differ from those in Michigan. The committee 
then discussed the permit application timeline and the options for the submission of an 

678 FRONT AVENUE NW   SUITE 200    GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504    PH. 616 77-METRO (776-3876)    FAX 774-9292    WWW.GVMC.ORG 



alternative approach and draft model ordinance with the application vs the submission of an 
approved alternative of payment-in-lieu/ mitigation with surplus/deficit tracking on 10/1/2015 
instead. Multiple members of the committee expressed the desire to move forward with an 
alternative approach after a more in-depth review of the acceptable standards in other states.  
Wendy & Bonnie will follow up with points of contact at other state agencies in EPA Region V to 
determine what post construction control standards have been approved and implemented before 
the next meeting.  They will also review any pending permits from other MS4s within the state of 
Michigan to see how these communities are proposing to implement the post construction 
controls. The committee can then select an alternative based on what has been allowed by EPA 
in other states and the MDEQ in Michigan at the next meeting. 

 

4. RFP 

Committee discussion touched briefly on the RFP.  Previously, the group had discussed including 
a component in the design tool that could be used to track surpluses and deficits.  If the 
committee selects a differing alternative approach then the deliverable may be different as well. 
 

5. Adjourn 

The next meeting of the Stormwater Ordinance Committee will continue to focus selecting an 
alternative approach. The meeting is scheduled for 12/15/2014 from 1:30-2:30 PM in 
the City of Grandville Commission Chambers. 

 


	NPDES MS4 Stormwater Program
	Stormwater Ordinance Committee
	Minutes

