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Meeting M inutes 
 

1. Brian Zuber welcomed all the attendees and introductions were made around the room. 
Attendees: 
Aaron Vis – City of Wyoming 
Amanda St. Amour – MDEQ 
Angela Walachovic – Ottawa County Water Resources commissioner’s office 
Becky Huttenga – Ottawa Conservation District 
Dan Taber – City of Grand Rapids 
Connie Redding – Kent Conservation District 
Dana Strouse – MDEQ 
Kim Kiel – Jenison Public Schools 
Lea Sevigny – Forest Hills public Schools 
Mart Trapp-Gunst – Plainfield Charter Township 
Rachel Nagorsen – City of Walker 
Joanna Allerhand – GVSU Groundswell 
Russ Slater – LGROW Board Member 
Brooke Detgen – New Braches Charter Academy 
Sara Grzegorski – New Branches Charter Academy Art Teacher 
Brian Zuber – GVMC/LGROW 
Wendy Ogilvie – GVMC/LGROW 
 

2. 2015 Outreach: Activities, Events, and Materials 
a. Storm Drain Markers – Brian requested those who had not yet signed up for the storm 

drain markers to do so on the form so we can put in the order soon.  
b. Events – Brian distributed a sheet that described events that were scheduled for this 

year, including the target audience, message, location, dates, and cost for each event. At 
the suggestion of the group, Brian will create and send out a signup sheet for members 
to volunteer time to assist in coordinating and staffing a booth at these events.  

i. Spring / Summer Event Series – Brian discussed the Boater Safety event and the 
willingness of the Kent County Sheriff Marine Division to conduct a class. 
Materials such as the whistles and dry bags would be distributed to the 
attendees of the class. Backyard habitat events were also discussed. Ottawa 
County will have theirs on April 25th. 

ii. STEM Event – Aaron Vis stated that the event will be held at the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum again from Wednesday, February 18 – Saturday, February 21. 
Volunteers are still needed, and Joanna Allerhand offered to connect Groundswell 
teachers to the event to get more students involved. Aaron and Joanna will meet 
to discuss. The organizers of the event were going to meet next week and Aaron 
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will send out an update and see what other opportunities for LGROW partners 
might be available.  

iii. Quiet Water Symposium – Wendy registered LGROW for the event and requested 
volunteers to sign up. The event is a great time to connect with other watershed 
organizations and to see all of the water related activities going on around the 
state. Gary De Kock is leading the planning effort and will try to group all of the 
Grand River organizations near each other.  

iv. Grand River Water Festival – This event is being sponsored by a committee and 
the band Hawks and Owls, which, after some discussion, was determined to be a 
different event that WMEAC is spearheading also called the Grand River Water 
Festival. Several members of the PAM/PEP Committee are involved with the 
planning of the WMEAC Water Festival and will bring this to their attention at the 
next planning committee meeting on January 28. Speakers are needed for both 
and Russ Slater suggested asking Dan O’Keefe to speak. We should also reach 
out to GR Forward and the North Monroe Business District.  

v. 5K – Wendy and Brian are working with Kent Innovation High School to plan a 5k 
along the Grand River. This could be tied into Celebration on the Grand. Wendy 
has contacted the City and will work with the school to finalize the details.  

vi. The Backyard Habitat Workshops will be planned around the other events of the 
Conservation Districts. Kent Conservation District Tree Sale - April 18, and Plant 
Sale – May 16. Ottawa Conservation District Tree Sale – April 24, and Plant Sale 
– June 28. Scouts could make the birdhouses with LGROW’s logo branded into 
the wood. 

vii. Grand Haven Lakeshore Earth Day – The Ottawa Conservation District will be 
sponsoring 2 rain barrel workshops during this event. 

viii. Wyoming Library Rain Barrel workshop – April 18. 
ix. June 20 – Global Water Dance. 
x. TBD – Rogue River Kayak/SUP race.  
xi. Thornapple River Cleanup – September 19. 

 
c. Advertising 

i. Billboards – determined to be too expensive.  
ii. Radio – Brian stated that Bonnie Broadwater had researched costs for advertising 

on Pandora but the costs exceeded our budget. Brian will contact GVSU, WYCE, 
and our local NPR station to get some information. Joanna reminded the group 
that KISD has the media center at GVSU available to them through one of the 
Groundswell LGREI projects, so that will be explored. Becky discussed the radio 
show she is hosting every Thursday night at 6 pm (WAWL 103.5 FM). She asked 
for more ideas and any special guests that might want to say something about 
conservation to please contact her.  

iii. Movie Theater – Brian explained the cost of the ads for the movie theaters, but 
the videos will still need to be produced to show. We might be able to use the 
videos produced by KIHS if appropriate. Joanna will get information about 
Celebration Theatre since they partner with groundswell on several events.  

iv. White Caps Sponsorship – the committee was enthusiastic about sponsoring an 
event at the White Caps. This might be a different audience to reach with our 
message and potentially get some sponsors for the event (such as the craft 
breweries that are served at the ballpark). Brian and Wendy will get a more 
detailed breakdown of the costs and report at the next meeting. 

 
d. Art Prize project collaboration with New Branches Academy – Sara Grzegorski, an art 

teacher at New Branches Academy, shared her ideas for storm drain paintings, led by 
Reb Roberts, which students would create and enter into ArtPrize. This project has great 



potential, and a separate meeting to discuss the details and next steps is scheduled right 
after this meeting. LGROW was asked to be the curator of the river for Art Prize. 

e. 2015 Promotional Materials 
i. Measurable change in behavior – Brian discussed using pledge forms for some of 

the giveaways such as the doggy dispensers and the dry bags. This way, one-on-
one contact is made and also a commitment to change behavior. Brian 
distributed the draft of the dog brochure for comment. Becky Huttenga stated 
that two other dog parks are located near the lakeshore. Brian will check for 
others that might have been missed and will redo the map.  

ii. Brochures –  
iii. Giveaways – Sara agreed to have her students design temporary tattoos. She will 

send ideas mid-February and so we can send them to the printers by the end of 
February. Brian will figure out in what format they need to be created and sent.  

iv. Activities – Some promotional materials will be purchased for specific events with 
a specific message i.e. the dog-waste bags.  Other materials will have a more 
general purpose but will still have a message attached to them. 
 

f. Other Discussion  
i. New Name - committee members want a new name for the committee. Brian will 

come up with some for the next meeting to review. 
ii. Water Drop Costume – the committee was in agreement that Brian needs to 

purchase (through LGROW) and wear (at all events) the water drop costume.  
iii.  

 
3. Adjourn  

Next meeting scheduled for: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 @ GVMC 
 


