
2017 Lower Grand River Watershed Public Education and Outreach 

The Public Education Materials for this year have arrived and are available for distribution. The PAM/PEP 

committee has selected a combination of new items and some favorites from previous years. This year 

we will continue to focus on distributing these materials at events. This more interactive format provides 

a valuable opportunity to start a dialog about the ways your community is working to improve 

stormwater quality. We ask that in addition to tracking the materials you give out, please track the 

number of event attendees you interact with. Many of you have indicated that you have one or more 

events at which you would like to distribute materials. If that is the case, simply contact Bonnie 

Broadwater to discuss the event specifics listed below so that we can match you with the right types and 

amounts of materials. If you need help selecting or promoting an event, we can assist with that as well! 

The PAM/PEP committee has also planned several larger events as part of our MDEQ approved Public 

Education Plan and we need your help to make these a success. Participation counts towards the 

public education requirements for your NPDES MS4 permit. If you do not have an event of your own 

scheduled, please sign up to participate at one of these events.  

14TH Annual Grand River Spring Forum Friday 4/13/2017           Sign Up Here: 

John Ball Zoo Party for the Planet Saturday 5/7/2016   

5/3 Ballpark WhiteCaps Baseball Game 6/29/2017 

 

 

 

Brochures & Print Materials 

Several brochures are availalble this year for 

distribution at events.   

Do your Part- Be SepticSmart!” covers septic 

system care and maintenance. The Septic and 

Stormwater brochures are also available in 

Spanish upon request. These are a great match 

for events where adult community residents 

will be in attendance or for targeted distribution 

in areas with a history of illicit discharges.                        

 “Make your home the sollution to stormwater 

pollution” identifies everyday activities 

homeowners can take on to help prevent pollution. These are a great match for 

events where adult community residents will be in attendance.     

Household hazardous waste disposal guidelines for both Kent and Ottawa 

County communities are also available. These are a good option to distribute 

at clean-up days or other collection events. 

http://www.lgrow.org/volunteerspot


 Pledges & Giveaways 

We will be collecting pet waste pledges again this year. Pet owners can 

sign the pledge to pick up after their dogs and in exchange they will receive 

this bag dispenser, pre-loaded with bags. It comes with a clip to attach     it 

to the pet’s leash so it’s always available when they need it. The pledge form 

includes information on why picking up pet waste is important as well as a list 

of dog parks in the watershed. If you know of any parks to add to the list, 

please let us know!   

Please save and return all the completed pledges to GVMC so that 

they can be tracked for the progress report. 

Based on the success of the pet waste pledge program, this year we have 

added car wash pledges.  Owners who pledge to wash their car on the 

grass or at a commercial car wash will receive this custom LGROW 

shammy.  The pledge form provides information on to minimize the 

impact to stormwater when washing your car as well as green car car tips.  

Please save and return all the completed pledges to 

GVMC so that they can be tracked for the progress 

report. 

 

Reusable water bottles are also available again this year. These are a great option for 

outdoor or activity based events where people may be looking for bottled water.  

Totebags are available this year for distribution as well.  Totes are popular at expo-type 

events where people receive lots of materials and giveaways. 

 

 Storm Drain Marking & IDEP Messaging 

LGROW has developed these custom storm drain markers.  In 

addition to drain markers, the design has also been printed 

on vinyl stickers and magnets with the addition of the 

LGROW.org website for distribution at your events. If you 

are interested in installing storm drain markers in your 

community or getting volunteers to install drain markers or 

do storm drain stenciling, just ask!  

 



Just for Kids 

Kid-friendly options for events are some of our most popular items every 

year. For events with kids and families are in attendance these are a great 

way to engage attendees. We will be offering these three options for your 

events: Mess-free paint by number watershed map have paints 

printed right onto the top of the page. A wet Q-tip can be used instead of a 

brush to ‘paint’ with on the map. This map is 

also a good tool to teach the basics of what a 

watershed is. Help children (and their 

caregivers) find where they live on the map and 

mark it with a star when they are done painting. 

  Troutie coloring books are also available 

again this year, as well as temporary tattoos 

featuring the lower Grand River Watershed.  

Tattoos will transfer onto the skin with a damp 

cloth. Applying the tattoos to the hand as 

shown reinforces with the concept of where the 

watershed is within the state and how it drains 

to Lake Michigan. 

  



Displays 

We also have several displays available for the MS4s to use at events. If you are interested in using any 

display at one of your events please contact us to reserve it.  

The Enviroscape is a 3D interactive model that can be used to show 

sources of stormwater pollution and how they impact our water. The 

Enviroscape works best with small groups in a classroom or other 

controlled setting.  We do not recommend this for large or busy events 

as there is time involved in set up 

and clean 

up for each 

demonstration.  

Watershed Maps are a great option for 

busy events like festivals, and farmer’s 

markets where many people are coming 

through during a short period of time.  We 

have 4x5 foot Lower Grand River Watershed 

Map available to check out and we can also 

work with your community or subwatershed 

group to do a custom map for your event like 

this one we created for the Friends of Indian Mill Creek!  

New for this year we have a corn hole board which 

can be customized with educational games focused on 

a variety of different topics related to stormwater 

depending on your event and the audience.  This is a 

huge draw for adults and kids alike and works 

especially well with giveaways as prizes for 

participating. This game works well for  busy events but 

does require some space to play. 

Also new for this year we have a large format banner of the 2015 

art prize installation by Sara Grzegorski “The Stream Of Life”  

which depicts how rainwater flows over the ground and into 

stormdrain on it’s way to the Grand River.  The banner includes a 

scavanger hunt for items in the watershed that rely on clean water 

or can impact clean water.  The banner can be displayed on a 

tabletop or hung using grommits.  

And finally, if you really need a show stopper, Major Runoff, the 

LGROW stormwater mascot can make an appearance at your 

event.  You will need to provide a person to wear the costume.                


