
 

Data, Information, and Procedures  
(DIP) Committee 

 

Minutes 
Location:   Grand Valley Metropolitan Council, 678 Front Ave. NW, Suite 200, Grand Rapids 
Date:    Wednesday, April 15, 2015 from 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM 
Present: 

    
Jim Beke  
Roger Belknap  
Bonnie Broadwater  
Elaine Isley 
John Koches  
Rachell Nagorsen 

 
 
Wendy Ogilvie 
Sara Simmonds    
Daniel Taber 
Amanda St. Amour 
Aaron Vis 

 
     

1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Review of Minutes – December  17, 2014 

There were no changes to the minutes from the 12/15/2014 DIP Committee meeting. The 
2/18/2015 meeting was canceled due to weather. 

3. Watershed Monitoring Manual Update – Aaron Vis 

Aaron Vis added comments provided by Jim Beke to the most recent draft.  Dan Tabor indicated 
that he had some figure updates and some other minor changes that he would like added.  
Wendy and Bonnie made additional track changes to the document and would like to update a 
few items including the historical sampling map, a list of potential sites (based on the grant 
application), and sampling procedures from the IDEP training manual.  Aaron indicated that he 
thought it made the most sense to rely on existing laboratory procedures, SOPs, etc. instead of 
developing new or customized ones specifically for the manual.  In addition, many of these 
items could be included as attachments to make it easy for them to be updated. Aaron would 
like the group to provide any additional comments before the next meeting so that we can 
finalize and formally adopt this manual at the next meeting. 

4. Next steps in our Coordinated Monitoring Strategy 

The next step is determining how best to store and access data collected through monitoring 
efforts.   Using a GIS interface such as REGIS would allow users to access not only the actual data 
but also identify the locations it is being collected on a map.  Because REGIS is already working 
with many of the communities within the watershed and they are set up to check data in and 
out with other applications, this may be a good option for the data repository.  There is also the 
potential to create a ‘view only’ user interface through eREGIS for the public to access data.  The 
group discussed various options related to cloud storage, software, coordinating with Ottawa 
County’s GIS and other items that would need to be addressed.  Bonnie will discuss these items 
with REGIS and have Jason Moore attend the next DIP Committee meeting to provide some 
additional details on what is available and how best to move forward. 



 

The CMI grant application did not receive funding.  The MDEQ provided very minimal feedback 
on the application.  Most notably, they referenced the fact that there were several applicants 
from the Lower Grand River Watershed with projects.  The group discussed the possibility of 
applying for other funding with our current proposal or, alternatively, approaching the local 
foundations for funding.  Wendy agreed to discuss this with John Weiss as it relates to other 
projects GMVC or LGROW intends to approach the foundations to fund.  

5. TMDL Monitoring Plan – Bonnie Broadwater 

Permit applications were submitted to the MDEQ on 4/1/2015.  This application included a 
TMDL monitoring plan which was based on the watershed monitoring manual and CMI grant 
selected sites.  The project was reduced in scope to the activities required in the permit 
application.  Amanda St. Amour provided some additional detail on the permit review and 
approval process.  The permits unit will write the permit with input for the district staff. Amanda 
will review the actual application with input from the MS4 implementation team which is made 
up of the other MDEQ district staff reviewing permits and Lansing MDEQ staff working on the 
NPDES program.  The MDEQ is estimating the permits will be issued around September of 2016. 

6. Policies and Regulations that shape development – Plaster Creek Example 

In the recent past there have been several developments which have had the potential to 
greatly impact stormwater.  These include: 

• Plaster Creek Condo Development 

• Rogue River/Rum Creek Development and the affected wetland 

• Grand Valley State University Ravines and the adjacent  church expansion 

In each of these cases, the new development would contribute stormwater into either a water 
of the state or an existing MS4. With the new regulations that are part of the MS4 program it is 
important for watershed groups to understand what is currently required of developers to 
address stormwater issues onsite and what will be required in the future. The group discussed 
the current model ordinance and the stormwater zones as well as the proposed alternative 
approach for extended detention in the upcoming permit cycle and the water quality 
requirements. 

7. Other Business 

Finally, Wendy Ogilvie discussed the water quality work group that is part of the Grand River 
Revitalization and the role that the DIP committee can play in this group.  Several members of 
the work group were tasked with creating a prioritized list of objectives and activities for the 
Grand River based on promoting fishing, boating and swimming in the Grand.  Several members 
of the DIP committee indicated that they had been contacted regarding this task.  The group 
discussed the importance of utilizing the LGROW strategic plan and the watershed management 
plan in developing this list. 

8. Adjourn - Next meeting date and location:  June 17, 2015 from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM (every 
two months third Wednesday) 

 


