
 

Data, Information, and Procedures  
(DIP) Committee 

 

Meeting Notice 

To:    DIP Committee 
Where:   Kentwood City Hall – 4900 Breton Ave, SE Kentwood, MI 
When:   Wednesday, December 17, 2014 from 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
 

Present: 
Bonnie Broadwater    Jim Beke 
John Koches     James Smit 
Roger Belknap     Daniel Taber 
Brian Zuber     Amanda St. Amour 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction 

 

2. Review of Minutes – October 15, 2014 

There were no changes to the minutes from the 10/15/2014 DIP Committee meeting. 

3. Watershed Monitoring Manual Update 

Aaron Vis provided the committee with a draft version of the Watershed Monitoring Manual 
prior to the meeting, though he was unable to attend.  He asked members to review the 
document and send comments to him and John Koches by mid-January.  The manual will be 
completed by April.  If the grant is not awarded, monitoring will occur according to the permit 
language: “Monitoring may include, but is not limited to, outfall monitoring, in-stream 
monitoring, or modeling.  At a minimum, monitoring shall be conducted two times during the 
permit cycle or at a frequency sufficient to determine if the BMPs are adequate in making 
progress toward achieving the TMDL pollutant load reduction.” 

4. Eureka Water Quality Probe Cost Estimate 

Bonnie Broadwater contacted Eureka to get a quote for a water quality probe.  Even after the 
number of sampling features was reduced their estimate came in at $7049, well outside the 
budget.  She suggested contacting Molly Ripkey at MDEQ to discuss other options if the Water 
Quality Monitoring grant is awarded. 

If the grant is awarded, Jim Beke (Kentwood) and John Koches (GVSU) could assist with the use 
of their probes for use for the sampling.  Roger Belknap mentioned that Spring Lake was 
hesitant to offer their lab for water quality analysis because they do not want to compete with 
local private labs as matter of commission policy. 

5. Potential Citizen Scientists and Student Contributions -  Brian Zuber and John Koches 



STEM is now interested in place based education. 

Groundswell 319 provides non-point source education with schools through GVSU School of 
Education. 

John Koches wants us to encourage all students to participate even outside the scope of water 
quality data collection; examples: artists can help with brochures or other materials, marketing 
students can spread our message, etc.  A long term goal may be to include students in the 
Watershed Monitoring Manual. 

Brian Zuber is continuing to work on bringing CrowdHydrology to the Watershed.  He is working 
with MSU and the MDEQ to obtain a Watershed scale permit to install the stream gages and 
signs.  Brian stated that nature centers and busy hiking/walking trails work well.  Bonnie 
Broadwater suggested that a good location for the signs would be along water trails. 

John Koches suggested that WMEAC partner with student outreach efforts. 

6. Monitoring Requirements for MS4 Permit 

Brian Zuber discussed the potential of building a remote water quality monitoring device.  The 
device could gather constant temperature and stage data.  The device could be designed to send 
the data to a server via WiFi or cellular network or the data could be collected at the device at a 
given interval. 

Bonnie Broadwater discussed the TMDLs that were identified in the permit application notice 
letters sent out to MS4s.  The attached table was distributed.  If the Water quality sampling is 
based only on the permit requirements, the sampling will only need to include E. coil and TSS 
measurements.   

Jim Beke asked about the required sampling procedure for TSS and if an ntu measurement with 
a probe would be an acceptable substitute for the laboratory test.  Amanda St. Amour said that 
it was not, and that we would need to do the laboratory dry weigh test.   Aaron Vis had offered 
to provide lab capacity to process both types of samples prior to the meeting if other permitees 
could assist with sample collection. 

7. Next steps in our Coordinated Monitoring Strategy 

John Koches suggested that Bonnie  Broadwater begin preparing a TMDL sampling plan for the 
MS4 permit for the next meeting so the group could discuss how to proceed on the required 
monitoring with or without grant funding. 

8. Reflections – Ottawa County Water Quality Forum November 7, 2014 

Slides are available from the Forum here. 

9. Adjourn - Next meeting date and location:  February 18, 2014 from 9:00 PM to 10:30 AM 
(every two months third Wednesday) at GVMC. 

 

https://www.miottawa.org/Departments/BOC/WaterQuality/

