
 

Data, Information, and Procedures  
(DIP) Committee 

 

Meeting Summary 

Date:  June 18, 2014 

Location:  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Present: 

Aaron Vis  
Bonnie Broadwater 
Dan Tabor 
Joe Slonecki  

John Koches 
Kristine Bersche 
Wendy Ogilvie

 

1. Welcome and Introduction 

2. Identification of Additional Partners/Interested Parties 

Wendy Ogilvie has been participating in the planning committee for the 2014 Ottawa County 
Water Quality Forum. Forum organizers have indicated they are interested in forming a 
partnership with the DIP Committee. The potential for the DIP committee to prepare a 
presentation at the forum was also discussed.  

3. Review of Progress Made To-Date  

a. USEPA – How is my Waterway  http://watersgeo.epa.gov/mywaterway/ 

 The USEPA tool  has been shared on the LGROW Facebook page.  John Koches discussed the 
potential for developing a smart phone app in the future.  Wendy Ogilvie mentioned that 
this could intersect nicely with many crowd sourcing initiatives, and Kristine Bersche said 
that this is something WMEAC is in looking into as well. 

b. TMDL Needs 

There are no new applicable TMDL listings for 2014 in the Lower Grand River 
Watershed. 

c. Water Quality Parameters 

The committee discussed the various water quality parameters included in the Grand 
Rapids Water Quality Index .  The relative merits of E. coli vs fecal coliform sampling as 
part of the index were evaluated.  The committee decided, for the first round of 
sampling, to collect fecal coliform samples only. The potential for additional sampling 
parameters, including heavy metals, pesticides and other contaminants was reviewed, 
however, the costs for additional sampling procedures is prohibitive.  

 

 

http://watersgeo.epa.gov/mywaterway/


4. City of Grand Rapids River Run Water Sampling Program – Dan Taber 

 Grand Rapids Staff will be conducting additional sampling events at the existing collection 
locations beginning on 7/16/2014. Samples will be collected monthly instead of quarterly.  
Grand Rapids is looking for volunteers available to help on one of two sampling crews. Crews 
will be departing at 7:00.  Interested parties should contact Dan Taber. 

5. Regional and Statewide Examples – Aaron Vis 

Aaron Vis sent out documents from several different agencies with established monitoring 
procedures before the meeting .  Included were the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection,  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Washington State Department of Ecology, The 
Lower Fox River Watershed monitoring Program, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, 
West Virginia Watershed Assessment Branch, and the Huron River Watershed Council.  The plan 
from Florida Department of Environmental Protection seemed to be the most comprehensive 
and current (2013).  It also provided specifics on analytical methods and QA/QC procedures.  
Plans from Minnesota and Oregon also provided guidance with a high level of detail.   Aaron will 
reach out to the Huron River Watershed to see if they would be available to speak with the DIP 
Committee either in person or via conference call at an upcoming meeting about their sampling 
plan. He will also begin compiling a list of procedures to be used as part of a comprehensive 
sampling plan for the Lower Grand. 

6. Proposed Monitoring Stations – Wendy Ogilvie/John Koches 

Locations for sampling in both the Grand River as well as the sub basins were discussed. The 
Watershed Management Plan does include a list of potential sampling locations as well as a list 
of TMDL listed streams, current as of its publication date.   For the Grand River, sampling 
locations will be the same as those for which Grand Rapids has been collecting WQI data for 
consistency as well as to allow the use of historical data for comparison.  In addition the 
committee discussed approximately 10 additional sites in the Grand River as well as sampling at 
the furthest downstream road crossing for each of the major tributaries before their respective 
confluences with the Grand River. The proposed sampling interval is quarterly. John Koches 
brought a map that shows the sub-watersheds as well as the current sampling locations.  For the 
next meeting, he agreed to add road stream crossings for tributaries as well as the Grand River, 
USGS gauge stations on the Grand River, and public access points for the purposes of staging 
field crews. 

7. Next Steps 

a. Estimated Costs  

Dan Tabor brought pricing for analysis of the samples parameters in the Water Quality 
Index.  The total cost per sample is $105.50 and does not including equipment pricing 
for testing components that are conducted in the field or field collection of samples to 
taken back to the lab for analysis. 

b. Potential Grants, Programs, and Funding Sources 

Wendy Ogilvie discussed an upcoming webinar on 7/18 for CMI application tips that 
may be applicable as the committee develops procedures.  The committee also 
discussed what laboratories, including Waste Water Treatment Plants, may have the 
capacity to help with sample analysis. 

8. Adjourn - Next meeting date and location:  August 20, 2014 from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM (every 
two months, third Wednesday) at Barber School Community Building at 102 W. Exchange St., 
Spring Lake, MI  49456 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/monitoring/
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/monitoring/
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/surface-water/watershed-approach/index.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/0603203.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/PROGRAMS/eap/stsmf/participants.html
https://www.uwgb.edu/watershed/index.htm
https://www.uwgb.edu/watershed/index.htm
http://www.deq.state.or.us/lab/wqm/watershed.htm
http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/watershed/Pages/WBSOPs.aspx
http://www.hrwc.org/our-work/programs/water-quality-monitoring/

