
 

Data, Information, and 
Procedures 
(DIP) Committee 

 

Meeting Summary 
Date:  August 20, 2014 

Location:  Barber Community School, Spring Lake 

Present: 
Amanda St. Amour 
Bonnie Broadwater 
Dan Tabor 
Joe Slonecki  

John Koches 
Roger Belknap 
Wendy Ogilvie

 

1. Welcome and Introduction 

2. Identification of Additional Partners/Interested Parties 

Wendy Ogilvie has been participating in the planning committee for the 2014 Ottawa County 
Water Quality Forum. Forum organizers have scheduled Al Steinman and John Allan to speak at 
this year’s Forum. The DIP committee discussed preparing a presentation on the work they are 
doing with the Grand Rapids Water Quality Index and the CMI grant application. John Koches 
could speak on the CMI Grant and Dan Tabor and Mike Lunn from Grand Rapids could speak on 
the Water Quality Index. John Koches will also be presenting on the UAB and the associated 
drone project.  John pointed out the overwhelming success of the Grand Rapids CSO elimination 
presentation at last year’s WQ forum  and that this is a message that needs to be delivered 
repeatedly and in other arenas as well.  Dan Tabor said that the GR forward needs to emphasize 
this message as well and that they are currently looking into the WQ index and making more 
real-time data available on their site. 

3. Review of Progress Made To-Date  

The committee discussed the crowd hydrology event that Brian Zuber, GVMC/LGROW intern 
attended.  The event was put on by a professor from New York State who is distributing these in-
stream monitors to collect nationwide hydrology data.  There were many attendees from the 
Lower Grand at the event and everyone received a monitoring station for attending. 

The DEQ requires these monitoring stations to obtain a permit before they are installed.  Amanda 
St Amour indicated that the DEQ is working on a blanket permit program to streamline this 
process although at this time, it is unknown if this will be a state-wide permit, a watershed-wide 
permit or based on some other criteria. She will keep the committee updated.  John Koches is 
interested in utilizing these stations for monitoring initiatives in the watershed and will follow up 
on obtaining additional stations for Buck Creek . Wendy Ogilvie will provide him with contact 
information. 

Aaron Vis was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following comments to be shared with 
the group: 

i. He is still trying to make contact with a representative from the Huron River 
Watershed Council to do a presentation or conference call with our group to 



assist us with further developing our monitoring plan. Dan Tabor indicated that 
he has a contact at that agency he can follow-up with as well. 

ii. He will be staring on an outline for the DIP procedural manual soon. DEQ 
support will be crucial for this initiative to be successful. 

iii. There is a great deal of activity in Buck Creek Watershed right now: Wyoming 
partnered with Trout Unlimited to host a Buck Creek Cleanup.  Wyoming is also 
participating in their CMI monitoring grant for Buck, this will be in addition to 
partnering with LGROW  & GVSU on their Lower Grand CMI application. 

 

4. Proposal  -  Local Water Quality Monitoring Grants 

John Koches is making steady progress with Wendy Ogilvie, Bonnie Broadwater, Aaron Vis and 
Dan Tabor on preparing the CMI grant application, which is due 8/29/2014 for the Lower Grand 
River monitoring plan.  The group discussed the proposed sampling locations and opted to add 
two locations near Spring Lake at the US-31 drawbridge and the M-104 bridge just upstream of 
where Spring Lake Empties into the Grand.  They will also be adding sampling points at Crockery 
Creek and the Bass River at the downstream most bridge crossings before the confluence with 
the grand.  The sampling interval will be monthly and the group decided to extend the sampling 
into a second year for an estimated total of 22 sampling events.  Spring Lake is interested in 
partnering to collect at the two sampling locations nearest to them. Grandville will be sampling at 
two locations on the Grand River as well. The remainder of the sites will be sampled by the City 
of Wyoming, Grand Rapids and a grant funded intern.  Samples will be processed in the 
Wyoming and Grand Rapids Labs.  The group discussed additional details of the grant application 
pertaining to laboratory costs, E. coli tests, procedures, sampling dates, match, reporting and 
training.  John Koches will finalize the budget with the help of Wendy Ogilvie and Bonnie 
Broadwater this week. 

5. Adjourn - Next meeting date and location:  October 15, 2014 from 1:00 PM to 2:30 
PM (every two months, third Wednesday)  Location to be announced 


