
Georgetown Township  
 

Stormwater Controls  
Inspection, Maintenance and Effectiveness 

August 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020 
 

See attached inspections. 
Successful EGLE audit conducted in 2020. 
 

 
 

Illicit Discharge Elimination Plan (IDEP) 

Regional IDEP Activities  

A detailed description of the IDEP activities undertaken on an individual basis is included below. The IDEP 

activities include dry-weather screening of stormwater outfalls, locating possible sources of contamination, 

responding to reported incidents, correcting the problems, and preventing new illicit connections.  

The IDEP is being implemented under a cooperative program administered by GVMC and involving the 

county agencies and municipal units. The IDEP was approved by EGLE in August of 2013. GVMC conducted 

outfall screening during the summer of 2018 on behalf of the MS4 communities in the Lower Grand River 

Watershed.  

 

Please describe any dry-weather screening conducted during the reporting period and the findings of 
that screening. 

Dry weather screening was performed in 2018 and is due again in 2023.   

Please list any other known and/or resolved illicit discharges identified during the reporting period and 
status of elimination. For significant discharges, also list the pollutants involved with an estimate of the 
volume and loading. Please describe enforcement action, if any. 

Examples of illicit discharges include: malfunctioning septic systems; sanitary sewer leaks, overflows, 
or cross-connections; laundry water discharges; leaking fluids from vehicles, barrels, dumpsters, or 
tanks; concrete truck wash water; polluted runoff from temporary or permanent storage areas; 
improper fire hydrant flushing; spills from auto accidents; power washing wastewater; 
industrial/commercial wastewater, dumping; and any other violation of the IDEP ordinance. 

9/8/2020 
Reported illicit discharge from resident on the Lowing Comstock Drain. Contacted J. Bush about blue 
cloudy color discharging into drain. Rain all night after discharge reported. Assumed to be a resident 



Georgetown Township  
 

using anti algae products due to the proximity of Cedar Lake East. Address of reportee: 8904 Cedar 
Lake Dr. - Georgetown Twp. No color present upon follow up inspection.  

 

Please list the status and schedule for elimination for any illicit discharges identified but not eliminated 
during this reporting period. Also, report the status of any illicit discharges identified but not eliminated 
during previous reporting periods.  

There have been no illicit discharges that were identified therefore none eliminated during the reporting 
period or previous reporting periods. 

Please describe the actions your community takes when indications of illicit discharges have been 
identified.  

If an illicit discharge is reported, the Township will notify both the Ottawa County Road Commission and 
the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner. 
 

Please provide: 

● An estimated quantification of the number of discharges eliminated, and  

● An estimated quantification of the volume of illicit flow eliminated (For large spills or, where the 
amount discharged is possible to estimate). 

NA 



Georgetown Township  
 

Identify any specific coordination with the health department in response to illicit discharge elimination 
for failed or failing septic fields, or identify if any septic systems have been eliminated in your 
community and hooked up to the municipal system.  

There was a conversion of 40 septic systems to the Township sanitary sewer system. 

 

 

 

Describe the effectiveness of the program to prevent illicit discharges and the method used to assess 
effectiveness. 

Effective- none were reported to the Township, but the proper channels were followed when reported 
to the County Water Resources Commissioners office.  

 



Georgetown Township  
 

New Point Source Discharges of Stormwater 
 

Do you own or operate any NEW or previously unidentified stormwater discharges?  

Yes  No If “yes,” please indicate which discharge points are new on your outfall map or 
list. 

Is your stormwater discharge point map attached or provided electronically?   

 Map is attached   Map is provided electronically   Other. Please explain in comments section. 

Is your stormwater discharge point list attached or provided electronically?   

 List is attached   List is provided electronically   Other. Please explain in comments section. 

Comments:    

Lists were submitted to EGLE in Early 2019 as Appendix 2 in the Illicit Discharge Elimination Plan revision 
as part of the 2016 MS4 Permit Application.  

Each community maintains an updated map of their MS4, with the help of GVMC Environmental 
Programs, or REGIS.  

 

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
 

Part 91 Administration Authority:                   Ottawa County Water Resources Commission - CEA 
 
Was the Part 91 agency, or appropriate staff if you are the Part 91 agency, notified when the soil or 
sediment was discharged to your MS4 from a construction activity in accordance with the approved 
procedure?  Yes 
 
 
Was the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) notified when soil, 
sediment, or other pollutants were discharged to your MS4 from a construction activity in accordance with 
the approved procedure?  Yes 
 
 
Was a Part 91 permit issued for all construction activity one acre or greater in total earth disturbance with 
the potential to discharge to your MS4?  Yes 
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Post Construction Controls Activities Completed 

August 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020 

 

Georgetown Township has a Storm Water Ordinance, Ord. No. 2002-01, §§ 1.01--9.01, Chapter 48 as 

amended, revised 3-1-06, that controls stormwater in areas of new development and significant 

redevelopment.  It includes various levels of control depending on zones established based on the sensitivity 

of the receiving waters.  The ordinance also ensures that the owners of facilities constructed to meet the 

stormwater requirements properly operate and maintain the facilities.   

The Township requires specific practices for water quality and stream protection as follows: 

Sec. 48-43. Stormwater discharge rates and volumes. 
 
The township and/or OCDC is authorized to establish minimum design standards for stormwater 
discharge release rates and to require dischargers to implement on-site retention, detention or other 
methods necessary to control the rate and volume of surface water runoff discharged into the stormwater 
drainage system, in the following circumstances: 

(1) A parcel of land is being developed in a manner that increases the impervious surface area of 
the parcel; or 
(2) The discharge exceeds the OCDC and/or township's calculated predevelopment discharge 
characteristics for the subject property, and the OCDC and/or township determines that the 
discharge is a violation of the drainage, flooding or soil erosion regulations of this chapter. 
(Ord. No. 2002-01, § 3.03, 2-11-02) 

As described in Article VIII of the Ordinance, the Township requires Low Impact Development practices 

through its storm water management standards at sites of new development and significant redevelopment 

if located in Zone A of the Township.  

The Storm Water Ordinance includes regulations that adhere to the Floodplain Ordinance and the Soil 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control program of the Township.  

Storm water retention/detention issues and all inspection maintenance issues are complaint driven.  When 

issues are brought to our attention they are referred to the Public Works Department. At that time they are 

visited and categorized depending on who has possession or jurisdiction over the said area.  

• Ottawa County Drain Commission - Call Drain Commission with issue 

• Ottawa County Road Commission - Call Road commission with issue 

• Private Ownership - Call owner with issue and corrective measures to pursue.  If not completed 

in timely manner Township will make corrections and charge to owner or place on tax rolls.  

Issues are almost always corrected under Code Enforcement if not under storm water ordinance.  

• Georgetown Charter Township property - Corrective measures taken 

 

Explain the enforcement activities of your comprehensive storm water management program for post-

construction controls completed during this reporting period: 

OCWRC handles this for the Township. 

 



Georgetown Township  
 

 

How many developments were approved with storm water controls according to PCC? 

There are currently 4 developments or plat phases working through the approval steps between the 

Township and the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioners Office. 

 

 

 
Staff and Contractor Training  

August 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020 
Training Topic Area Employee Group to Receive 

Training 
Date of Training  

  None completed in 2020- 
employees had completed in 
person stormwater training in 
the previous reporting period. 

   

   

 

Other Actions 
 

Please list any extra efforts your community has conducted above and beyond your commitments 
recorded above (e.g., stream buffer ordinance adoption, new management techniques, invasive species 
control, habitat enhancement/protection, logjam removal, stream/beach clean-ups, etc.) that have 
helped implement the Lower Grand River Watershed Management Plan: 

The Township purchased 33 acres adjacent to Maplewood Lake with plans to help increase the quality of 
the runoff into the lake.  The lake outflow ultimately discharges into the Grand River. 
 

 

























Ottawa County Water 
Resources Commissioner 
summary of stormwater 
projects in Georgetown 
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December 9, 2020

VIA EMAIL

Mr. Rod Weersing, Department of Public Works
Georgetown Township
1515 Baldwin Street
Jenison, Michigan 49429

Dear Mr. Weersing:

SUBJECT: Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Program Audit
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Certificate of Coverage (COC) No. MIG610209
Designated Name:  Georgetown Township MS4-Ottawa

Staff of the Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE), Water 
Resources Division (WRD), Grand Rapids District Office (GRDO) conducted a desk audit 
and inspection of Georgetown Township’s (Township) MS4 Program on November 9, 
2020.  The purpose of the evaluation was to determine compliance with Part 31, Water 
Resources Protection, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 
PA 451, as amended; and the NPDES MS4 Watershed Based General Permit 
No. MIG619000 and the township’s COC No. MIG610209.

This audit included a comprehensive review of the Township’s documented 
implementation of its MS4 Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) and a site 
inspection of the Township’s facilities.  As part of the audit, implementation of the following 
minimum control measures was evaluated: public education program (PEP), illicit 
discharge elimination program (IDEP), pollution prevention/good housekeeping program.  
The audit was based on the review of the following information:

 Progress reports dated 2015, 2017, 2019
 Prior on-site inspections/audits (2012)
 On-site inspection and conversation with permittee
 Additional records provided by permittee

The Township participates in and receives MS4 program support from the Lower Grand 
River Organization of Watersheds.  The Township distributes PEP materials at Township 
offices and during public events.  Dry-weather screening was most recently performed in 
2018.  Township properties are inspected regularly and maintained as needed.  
Employees have received appropriate pollution prevention and good housekeeping 
training.



Mr. Rod Weersing - 2 - December 9, 2020

The Township appears to be meeting the requirements of COC No. MIG610209.  The 
Township’s MS4 implementation has improved significantly since the last audit.

Thank you for your effort to implement the MS4 SWMP.  If you have any questions, please 
contact me at (616) 401-9913; StAmourA@Michigan.gov; or at EGLE, WRD, Grand 
Rapids District Office, 350 Ottawa Avenue NW, Unit 10, Grand Rapids, Michigan
49503-2341.

Sincerely,

Amanda St. Amour
Senior Environmental Quality Analyst

as/lr

cc: Ms. Cara Decker, Grand Valley Metro Council (via email)
























