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Village of Sparta 

Illicit Discharge Elimination Plan (IDEP) 

Regional IDEP Activities  

A detailed description of the IDEP activities undertaken on an individual basis is included below. The IDEP 

activities include dry-weather screening of stormwater outfalls, locating possible sources of contamination, 

responding to reported incidents, correcting the problems, and preventing new illicit connections.  

The IDEP is being implemented under a cooperative program administered by GVMC and involving the 

county agencies and municipal units. The IDEP was approved by EGLE in August of 2013. GVMC conducted 

outfall screening during the summer of 2018 on behalf of the MS4 communities in the Lower Grand River 

Watershed.  

 

Please describe any dry-weather screening conducted during the reporting period and the findings of 

that screening. 

Last completed in 2018. 

Please list any other known and/or resolved illicit discharges identified during the reporting period and 
status of elimination. For significant discharges, also list the pollutants involved with an estimate of the 

volume and loading. Please describe enforcement action, if any. 

Examples of illicit discharges include: malfunctioning septic systems; sanitary sewer leaks, overflows, 
or cross-connections; laundry water discharges; leaking fluids from vehicles, barrels, dumpsters, or 

tanks; concrete truck wash water; polluted runoff from temporary or permanent storage areas; 
improper fire hydrant flushing; spills from auto accidents; power washing wastewater; 

industrial/commercial wastewater, dumping; and any other violation of the IDEP ordinance. 

• July 1, 2019, Latex paint believed to have come from a garage truck placed approx. 1 gallon 
of red paint at the corners of Martindale and 12 Mile and Martindale and Tentree.  Cleaned up 
by local fire department. 

• August 26, 2019, several gallons of hydromulch overflowed along the curb between Gardner 
and Centennial on Maple street.  Contractor CL Trucking cleaned up the overflow. 

• November 30, 2020, approximately one quart of gasoline from a leaking gas tank of a vehicle 
parked behind 128 E. Division in the municipal lot.  Cleaned up by fire department. 

 



Village of Sparta 

Please list the status and schedule for elimination for any illicit discharges identified but not eliminated 
during this reporting period. Also, report the status of any illicit discharges identified but not eliminated 

during previous reporting periods.  

All were eliminated.  

Please describe the actions your community takes when indications of illicit discharges have been 

identified.  

The Village DPW will be notified, and the DPW will clean it up, or hire a contractor if the situation is too 
large for the DPW to handle. Everything is handled in a timely manner to limit the volume of pollutants 

released to local waterways.  

Please provide: 

● An estimated quantification of the number of discharges eliminated, and  

● An estimated quantification of the volume of illicit flow eliminated (For large spills or, where the 
amount discharged is possible to estimate). 

See above 



Village of Sparta 

Identify any specific coordination with the health department in response to illicit discharge elimination 
for failed or failing septic fields, or identify if any septic systems have been eliminated in your 

community and hooked up to the municipal system.  

 

 

 

 

Describe the effectiveness of the program to prevent illicit discharges and the method used to assess 

effectiveness. 

Discharges are reported to the Village, and the DPW is able to clean them up before significant releases 
to waters of the state happen.  

 



Village of Sparta 

New Point Source Discharges of Stormwater 
 

Do you own or operate any NEW or previously unidentified stormwater discharges?  

Yes  No If “yes,” please indicate which discharge points are new on your outfall map or 

list. 

Is your stormwater discharge point map attached or provided electronically?   

 Map is attached   Map is provided electronically   Other. Please explain in comments section. 

Is your stormwater discharge point list attached or provided electronically?   

 List is attached   List is provided electronically   Other. Please explain in comments section. 

Comments:    

Lists were submitted to EGLE in Early 2019 as Appendix 2 in the Illicit Discharge Elimination Plan revision 

as part of the 2016 MS4 Permit Application.  

Each community maintains an updated map of their MS4, with the help of GVMC Environmental 

Programs, or REGIS.  

 

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
 

Part 91 Administration Authority:                   KCRC                                                        
 

Was the Part 91 agency, or appropriate staff if you are the Part 91 agency, notified when the soil or 
sediment was discharged to your MS4 from a construction activity in accordance with the approved 

procedure? 
Yes 

 

Was the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) notified when soil, 
sediment, or other pollutants were discharged to your MS4 from a construction activity in accordance with 

the approved procedure? 
Yes 

 

Was a Part 91 permit issued for all construction activity one acre or greater in total earth disturbance with 
the potential to discharge to your MS4? 

Yes 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Village of Sparta 

 
Staff and Contractor Training  

August 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020 
Training Topic Area Employee Group to Receive 

Training 
Date of Training  

P2GH Video, provided by GVMC Dennis Brinks, DPW Supervisor 
Randy Slatkowski, DPW 

7/10/2020 

P2GH Video, provided by GVMC Marty Croaker, Sparta Airport 
Manager 

7/16/2020 

   

 
*Training can be anything related to stormwater or construction management. Any conferences or 
applicable webinars that credited PDH’s can also be listed here. List training for staff, city/twp/village 

commission/council, or contractors.  
 

 
Other Actions 
 

Please list any extra efforts your community has conducted above and beyond your commitments 

recorded above (e.g., stream buffer ordinance adoption, new management techniques, invasive species 
control, habitat enhancement/protection, logjam removal, stream/beach clean-ups, etc.) that have 

helped implement the Lower Grand River Watershed Management Plan: 

 
The Village publishes regular newsletters with LGROW information in them. 

 



MS4 Community Annual PEP Checklist + Report 
August 1, 2019-December 31, 2020 Reporting Period: Check the box for each action you completed and provide 

supporting documentation where indicated. The 2019-2020 PEP Focus Areas were: Personal watershed 

stewardship, Personal actions that can affect the watershed, Waste disposal assistance 
 

Community Name: Village of Sparta 
 

2019-2020 Prioritized Activities: 
 

 1. Ensure Community website links to the LGROW website (www.LGROW.org) 

 https://spartami.org/public-works-streets.php 
 

 2. Publish at least 1 article on PEP topics in Community newsletter or news outlet 

 Name of newsletter/news outlet:       

 Distribution/Reach of newsletter/news outlet:       

PEP Topic(s) addressed:  General Watershed Awareness     Stormwater Discharge Location/Impacts

 Illicit Discharge Reporting       Septic System Management       Personal Actions                                     

 Waste Management Assistance 

*Attach a copy of newsletter or link to online article: published in Sparta newspaper 
 

 3. Community presence or Stormwater Display at 1 event or location  
 Event Date: stormwater display is ongoing 

 Event Location: Village Hall 

 *Attach a photo of event/display; List additional/multiple events at the end of this form 
 

 4. Distribute pollution prevention information to at least 2 targeted businesses/groups listed in PEP 

Names of Businesses Title(s) of Material(s) Distributed 

            

            

            
 

 5. Share household hazardous waste reduction information with residents via Community’s social 

media, newsletter, or website (You may attach the PEP Social Media Report in lieu of this question if you have 

multiple social media posts on multiple PEP categories to report) 
 Date shared:       

 Location shared:       

 Social Media Post Reach:       

 Social Media Post Engagement:        

*Attach a screenshot of a representative social media post, copy of newsletter, or link to community 

website:       
 

 6. Distribute giveaway items for selected PEP categories 

Item # Distributed Item # Distributed 
LGROW Chapstick       Pet Waste Bag Dispenser       

LGROW Shopping Bag       Troutie Coloring Book       

Trout Stress Ball       WMEAC Coloring Book        

LGROW Pen       Paint by Number       

Only Rain Snap Bracelet       Watershed Brochure       

Reusable Straw       EPA Stormwater Solution Brochure       

HHW Magnet       Other:             

http://www.lgrow.org/


Other Activities 
 

 7. Cohost a LID/Green Infrastructure workshop for Community members with LGROW 
 Workshop Date:       

 Workshop Location:       

 # of Attendees:       

 *Attach a copy of workshop sign-in sheets or photos if available 
 

 8. Host, participate in, or support a stream cleanup effort 
 Cleanup Date:       

 Cleanup Location:       

 # of Volunteers:       

 *Attach a copy of volunteer sign-in sheets or photos if available 
 

 9. Mark storm drains or host/support storm drain marking events 
 Storm Drain Marking Event Date:       

 # of Participants in Event:            

 # of Storm Drains Marked:        

 # of Pre-Marked or Stamped Drains already existing in Community:         
 

 10. Join or Promote Adopt a Drain Program 

 Date(s) of program promotion:       

 Method of program promotion:       

 Social Media Metrics (Post Reach, Post Engagement):       

 *LGROW will create a report of the number of drains adopted in your Community 
 

 11. Provide presentation on PEP topics to a school in your Community 

 Date of presentation:       

 Location of presentation:       

 # of Students Reached:       
 

 12. Implement EPA SepticSmart Social Media Guide during SepticSmart Week 

 Provide Social Media Metrics (Post Reach, Post Engagement):       
 

 13. Post 1 new educational sign on PEP topics on Community property 

 Sign Location:       

PEP Topic(s) addressed: General Watershed Awareness      Stormwater Discharge Location/Impacts

 Illicit Discharge Reporting       Septic System Management       Personal Actions                                     

 Waste Management Assistance  

*Attach a photo of the educational sign; Note that this activity is not required in 2020, but is required by 

December 31, 2023. 

 

Other Public Engagement Activities Completed 
Use this space to provide additional detail on Public Engagement Activities described above or to describe other 

Public Engagement Activities completed in your Community during the reporting period. You may also report any 

adjustments your Community made to Public Engagement as a result of limitations due to COVID-19 in this space. 

Village intern/code enforcer attends LGROW Public Ed. meetings 

 





















From Sparta Newspaper/Newsletters:



• PROTECT OUR WATERSHED •

MEASURE

REUSE

CARE

CONSERVE

CLEANUP

WASH

Always follow directions to use
 proper amounts of fertilizer 
and herbicides. Too much can

wash off your property into storm 
drains and can harm aquatic life.

Have a spill kit handy to 
immediately clean up any spills in 
your driveway like gas or oil leaks. 

Report any major spills at
www.LGROW.org/report.

Get involved in a local stream or 
neighborhood cleanup. Check the

 event calendar at www.LGROW.org
 to find a cleanup near you or plan

 your own!

Keep grass at least 3" 
to promote healthy root

growth. Dispose of clippings in
a compost pile or yard waste
bag so they don't wash into
storm drains. Clippings also
make great natural mulch!

Watch your watering! Lawns only 
need about 1” of rain per week.

 Overwatering can result in runoff
which can carry fertilizers and

 herbicides along with it. Avoid 
watering during mid-day.

Wash cars at commercial 
car washes where the water is 

connected to sanitary sewers and 
treated. At home, wash your car

on the grass, not the
driveway, so that soapy water 
doesn’t wash into storm drains.

Summer Tips




