
 

Data, Information, and 
Procedures (DIP) 
Committee 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Date:  October 21, 2015 

Location:  Grand Valley Metro Council    

Time: 9 AM to 10 AM 

Present:  

Wendy Ogilvie 

Bonnie Broadwater 

John Koches 

Jim Beke 

Mike Lunn 

Doug LaFave 

Rachell Nagorsen 

Rajesh Sigdel 

Aaron Vis 

Dan Taber 

Russ Slater

 

1.  Welcome and Introduction 

Attendees introduced themselves and respective communities.   

 

2. Review of Minutes - April 15,2015 

No changes to the 4/15/15 meeting minutes were proposed, therefore the minutes were 

approved.   

 

3. LGROW Restructuring Plan (Wendy Ogilvie) 

Wendy discussed the new organization structure of LGROW based on the attached chart. Under 
this structure, the DIP committee will continue to focus on primarily technical items including 
water quality monitoring and analysis.  For this reason, a name change to the Technical 
Committee has been proposed.  The committee also discussed reviewing the focus document 
prepared last year to ensure that the tasks and goals are still relevant and accurate. John 
Koches, who is currently serving as chair is considering retirement, so the committee should 
begin the process of selecting a new chair.  This topic will be placed on the agenda for the 
December 16 meeting at Metro Council.  



4. Potential Revisions to Watershed Monitoring Manual (Mike Lunn/Aaron Vis) 

Mike Lunn discussed the recently submitted HUD grant proposal.   The monitoring system has 
been pulled from application; however, Grand Rapids has one monitor to put downstream from 
museum and an existing monitoring station at Riverside Park.  Mike agreed to share the draft 
language, however he pointed out the need not to commit to one specific type of technology in 
the monitoring manual so that there is flexibility going forward for new forms of technology.   

Next, the committee discussed the Lower Grand River Education Initiative (LGREI) through 
Groundswell and the role of the data collected by student groups. The committee determined 
that while student collected data is a valuable teaching tool, it is not a good fit for importing into 
the data repository at this time.  This type of data may be a better fit for the work that the 
public education committee is doing. The committee discussed the distinctions between water 
quality data collected at the college level and data collected by students in middle and high 
school. Rajesh shared the details of his graduate project which will focus on the water chemistry 
and macro-invertebrates sampling on Indian Mill creek.  

5. Co-operative Lakes Management Programs enrollment and WQ monitoring request.  (Wendy 
Ogilvie) 

The committee would like to confirm if Reeds Lake is enrolled in the Co-op Lake monitoring 
program which is a citizen based monitoring with established protocols.  Wendy Ogilvie will 
check into which other lakes in the Lower Grand River Watershed are enrolled.  Both 
Maplewood and Morrison Lakes have established Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs). 
Maplewood Lake in particular may be a good candidate based on the TMDL monitoring 
requirements that are included in the new MS4 permit. 

There will be webinar for the Water Quality Monitoring Request on November 5. Dana Strouse 
from MDEQ should be asked for any recommendations she may have. Wendy will send last 
year’s request form to John Koches out to the committee. It will be discussed whether to 
resubmit last year’s request or new recommendations. Rajesh will prepare request.  

6. Next steps in our Coordinated Monitoring Strategy- Data Repository (Bonnie Broadwater) 

The committee discussed template options and both MiCorps and Grand Rapids have a set of 
parameters that may be a good fit. Mike Lunn sent the template to Bonnie and he will follow up 
with Neil who is from Museum. For the public’s interface with the data repository, the water 
quality index is a good starting point.  Bonnie will work with Jason to import Grand Rapids’ 
water quality monitoring data into REGIS and set up a work group meeting to review a draft 
interface in late November. 

 

 

 


