
 

Technical Committee 

 

Meeting Minutes 
Date:  February 17, 2016 

Location:  Grand Valley Metro Council   Time: 9 pm to 10.30 pm 

Present:  
Aaron Vis 
Amanda St. Amour 
Bonnie Broadwater 
Jason Buck 
Jim Beke 
John Koches 
 

Daniel Taber 
Stephanie Ogren 
Rachell Nagorsen 
Wayne Harrall 
Rajesh Sigdel 
 

 
1.  Welcome and Introduction 

Attendees introduced themselves and respective organizations and communities.   
 
2. Review of Minutes- December 16,2016 
No Changes to the meeting minutes were proposed and the minutes were approved. They will be 
posted to www.lgrow.org. 

 
3. Revised Data entry.  

Bonnie Broadwater made revisions recommended by the committee to both the data submittal  
form and the spreadsheet.  Spreadsheet changes will assist with GIS integration. The committee 
reviewed the revised forms  and provided some additional feedback. The group discussed the 
benefit to adding a field for project background to the data submittal sheet.  This field could link to 
an outside page or provide a short synopsis of a monitoring plan as part of a larger project to 
provide context to database users.   
 
The next step is to test the forms with an actual data set.  Aaron Vis discussed the  Buck Creek 
sampling  that occurred in November and offered to enter it as a test run.  The small size of this data 
set will keep it manageable for a trial. Bonnie will send the revised data forms out to the group 
before the next meeting.  Rajesh, and future environmental program interns will be working to 

http://www.lgrow.org/


perform QA/QC on the data as it is submitted through the system.  The committee then discussed a  
tutorial to guide users through the submission of data as well as using the data repository.  The 
group discussed format options for the tutorial including a PDF with a series of screen shots, a 
guided example with screen activity video or simple written instructions.  Bonnie will work with 
Jason to develop user and uploader tutorials. Aaron’s staff that enters the data will review the 
tutorial as a guideline so they are able to provide additional feedback.  Once data has been 
submitted and uploaded to the system, it will be publically available for anyone to access.  
 
4. Review of existing water quality data base systems.  
Three examples of the water quality data were shown to the committee.  Bonnie asked each 
member of the committee to review the examples and provide feedback at or before the next 
meeting. Rachel Nagorsen asked about possibility of having web app for the submitter in the future. 
John Koches then mentioned as the repository grows we may need to develop our own 
infrastructure system on the top of ESRI system to expand our capabilities. The idea is to engage as 
many as people to use the data. The Committee was concerned about the pitfall of not having data 
used by the public.  Waiting for the funding do develop a customized GIS interface would prevent 
the project from moving forward.   The committee agreed that, for now, the database should be 
built on the free online GIS platform.  If funding becomes available to develop a custom platform in 
the future, the committee can revisit it at that time. 
Bonnie said that there will be a space there people can give feedback or ask so that we will know 
what kind of infrastructure to build.  For the next meeting, everybody will check the example 
website and come up with the idea. In future, story maps can also help educate public about the 
water quality of stream. 
 
The database will also include a link of the organization submitting the data. 
 
5. Equipment purchase, rental, share  
Bonnie contacted several laboratories about rental costs but she has not heard back from them. She 
will provide additional information at the next meeting. City of Kentwood could also share the 
equipment with LGROW but will let know committee about it next time. Bonnie asked if sharing 
equipment with Grand Valley State University could be done. John explained that it is a complicated 
process.  
 
6. Adjourn 
The next meeting date and location is April 20, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  (every two months 
third Wednesday) at Grand Valley Metropolitan Council. 
 
 
 

 


