
  

 

Greetings from the Flat River 
Watershed Council! 

 
We celebrate the Flat River Watershed for many things including 
its history, natural beauty and resources. Follow our newsletter, 
website www.flatriverwatershed.org, emails, and Facebook page to 
read interesting stories and learn helpful information about the 
watershed, related to fishing, kayaking, history, nature, water 
quality, watershed council activities, and ways to protect our 
treasured resource. Read along, share your story with us, and 
learn more.  Contact us: information@flatriver.org 

 
Join a Flat River Watershed Council meeting at 6:30 pm on the 3rd 
Monday of every month. Meetings are held at Turk Lake Inn in 
April and October, and at the Main Street Inn in Lowell all other 
months. (NOTE: No meetings are held in July or December). Sign 
up for our bi-annual newsletter to stay informed: 
www.flatriverwatershed.org.  
  

New Opportunities to Enjoy 
the Flat River are Underway 

 
Two dock and kayak launches are being installed 
along the Flat River thanks to a grant from the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) 
and the Greenville Area Community 
Foundation with the City of Greenville providing 
Project oversight. An EZ Dock Structure will be 
installed at Jackson's Landing Park, off of E. 
Washington Street, in Greenville and East 
Riverside Park, off of Park Street, in Belding. The 
dock facilities will also include a landing and a 
universally accessible path to the landing. Both 
locations were designed with the help of PM 
Blough and Associates. Installation of the docks 
began this summer, and we hope that they will be 
completed and ready for use by fall of 2018 or 
early spring 2019.  
  
It takes approximately 4 hours to kayak between 
the two locations. We hope you will be able to use 
these new launches to better appreciate the 
beauty of the Flat River. More information about 
the Water Trail, including map displayed to the 
right, can be found at:  
http://gvcomrec.com/kayak-canoe-tube/  
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Thanks to Montcalm Conservation District for hosting an informative paddle down the Flat River in June. Participants in the 
event, learned about the benefits of the Natural Rivers Act, the Watershed Management Plan, and forest management to 
benefit fish populations. In addition, participants saw various types of riparian land management practices adjacent the Flat 
River as they paddled a section of the scenic Flat River.  
 
Thanks also to Lifestyle Lost for hosting a successful Flat River Cleanup event in July and a Silent Auction and Pint-night 
fundraiser to support Backcountry Hunters & Anglers and the Flat River Watershed Council. We hope you can join us next 
year! 

 
Upcoming Events: 

 
Flat River Watershed Council October Meeting  
October 15, 2018 6:30 p.m. at the Turk Lake Inn 
Presentation: “What’s in the water?” by John Simmons 
 
Flat River Watershed Council November Meeting  
November 19, 2018 6:30 p.m. at the Main Street Inn in Lowell 
Presentation: “Identification and Control of non-native Invasive Species: Why should you care?” by Jessie Schulte of the 
Kent Conservation District 
 

 
 

No Public Access - Tax Incentive for Flat River Woodlot Owners 
The trees and forests of the Flat River Watershed are part of what make the watershed so enjoyable. They are also very 
important in helping the river’s water quality! Did you know there are incentives available for responsibly managing your 
woodlots? If you own at least 20 acres of woods (or woods and farm) you may be eligible to enroll in Michigan’s Qualified 
Forest Program. There is a cap on the number of acres that can be enrolled statewide so get in while you can! No public 
access is required but you will need to harvest trees responsibly. We can help connect you to credentialed natural resource 
professionals to help you develop a management plan. A management plan can help you better understand the current 
forest and habitat conditions and identify strategies to improve your land. Enrolling in the Qualified Forest Program is a great 
option for recreational hunting land or for those properties that are less than 50% farmed. The Qualified Forest Program 
provides a 16 mill exemption on your school operating tax which does not harm the local school district, and caps the 
taxable value of the land. The capping of the taxable value can be especially beneficial when planning for long-term 
succession. The Qualified Forest Program tax incentive benefits the river by ensuring landowners are harvesting trees and 
managing woodlots with professional advice in the form of a management plan. This can help improve deer habitat in the 
river corridor, and help preserve forestland which is critical to the health of the river ecosystem. The program also benefits 
our local and state economy by putting more woodlots into responsible, active management. Contact a credentialed 
consulting forester or your local Conservation District Forester for more information: Nick Sanchez at (517) 920-9258 or 
nick.sanchez@macd.org 
 The Flat River Watershed Council is Proudly Supported By 
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